
Animal welfare at incidents

Josh Slater and Julie Fiedler
Melbourne Veterinary School 

jdslater@unimelb.edu.au & jmfiedler@unimelb.edu.au



What do horses need?

• Safety 
• Leadership
• Food (and water)
• Social interaction
• Choice 

What can we do or provide at the incident?



Horse broken through lid of a septic tank
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Ways of thinking about welfare

Credit: Stockyardbeef.com.au



Mellor et al, 2020; drawing credit: Four-paws.org.au; image credits: David King



Things with a negative impact Things with a positive impact
Nutrition (feed, water, quantity, 
quality, right type)

Physical environment (suitability, 
space, light, noise, temperature, 
smells/noxious gases, pollutants)

Health (disease, injury, pain, metabolic 
problems, loss of function)

Behavioural interactions with:
• Environment (choice, decisions, 

autonomy, movement)
• People (skills, experience, attitude, 

aptitude, handling, voice)
• Animals (opportunity for normal 

social interactions, offspring, threats 
from other animals) 

Group activity (10 mins)
What can we do to promote positive mental state (welfare) at an incident?



Group 1: What can we do before the rescue?
Front three tables – scribe – report back to the room
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Group 2: What can we do for animals we 
decide not to rescue or relocate? 
Rear three tables – scribe – report back to the room
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Things with a negative impact Things with a positive impact
Nutrition (feed, water, quantity, 
quality, right type)

Physical environment (suitability, 
space, light, noise, temperature, 
smells/noxious gases, pollutants)

Health (disease, injury, pain, metabolic 
problems, loss of function)

Behavioural interactions with:
• Environment (choice, decisions, 

autonomy, movement)
• People (skills, experience, attitude, 

aptitude, handling, voice)
• Animals (opportunity for normal 

social interactions, offspring, threats 
from other animals) 

What can we do to promote positive mental state 
(welfare) at an incident?
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