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• Are the risks/hazards in animal rescue different to 
human response?
Animal perceives the responder as a threat and wants 

to evade control.
Welfare: we might have to consider recovery other than 

rescue – euthanasia may be the best option.
More constraints due to finances.
Human-animal bond.
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• Research was undertaken by S. De Grey (as part of his MVSc)

• Prof C. Riley, an equine surgeon and animal first responder

• Dr Kirrilly Thompson, a cultural anthropologist

• Dr Michelle MacArthur a practising clinical psychologist

• Dr Hayley Squance, founder of MU VERT and Manager of BML Consulting Ltd

• Dr Naomi Cogger
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- Online survey on the Qualtrics platform with Massey University Human Ethics approval
- Published worldwide to English Speaking Countries using leaders in the field and a snowballing 

technique
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Who responded to the survey?
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• The event recalled:
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• The survey was subjective and self-reported

• Impact of Events Scale-Revised used as a validated tool
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IES-r score
• >24 PTSD is a clinical concern
• >33 probable ‘diagnoses’ of PTSD
• >37 risk of long-term physical effects!

Score Number
0 36
1 12
2 12
3 20
4 15
5 18
6 13
7 12
8 8
9 10

10 4
11 4
12 7
13 9
14 8
15 3
16 5
17 4
18 3
20 1
21 1
22 2
24 1
25 2
26 3
29 3
30 2
31 2
35 1
36 2
38 2
43 1
44 1
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How did the first responder remember this event?
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First Responders in Animal Rescue are at risk of psychological 
effects while deployed! 

So what are we going to do about it?
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Thank you

Chris Riley, Janis Bridges (statistical support), Rebecca Husted & 
Cynthia Otto (USA), Naomi Cogger, Gina Kemp & Steve Glassy 
(NZ), MaryAnne Leighton (Aust), Gayle Ecker (Canada)& Jim 

Green (UK), AEIMN ANZ



Massey University  | massey.ac.nz |  0800 MASSEY



Massey University  | massey.ac.nz |  0800 MASSEY



Massey University  | massey.ac.nz |  0800 MASSEY




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

