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This presentation was prepared on the traditional lands of the 
Bunurong and Boon Wurrung people, Werribee, Victoria. Australia. 
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Google (2023) University of Melbourne, Werribee Campus. Available at 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/250+Princes+Hwy,+Werribee+VIC+3030 (Accessed: 22 
July 2023).

Google (2023) Australia. Available at https://www.google.com/maps/place/Australia/
(Accessed: 22 July 2023).

The University of Melbourne, Werribee Campus is also the registered address for 
Animal Emergency Incident Management Network ANZ (AEIMN ANZ) ‘The Network’

https://www.google.com/maps/place/250+Princes+Hwy,+Werribee+VIC+3030%20(
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Australia/(
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Australia/(
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Animal Welfare Law
Animal Welfare Laws

• There are no national animal welfare 
laws in Australia.

• Each Australian State and Territory has 
an Act and Regulations

• Australian laws
RSPCA Australia

• New Zealand law
      SPCA New Zealand

Google (2023) Australia. Available at https://www.google.com/maps/@-
28.1898431,122.5240533,3.46z?entry=ttu (Accessed: 22 July 2023).

Emergency Management Arrangements
National information sheet

NZ, NSW, SA laws facilitate animal rescue (life and ‘property’).

https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/what-is-the-australian-legislation-governing-animal-welfare/
https://www.spca.nz/what-we-do/seek-justice/animal-welfare-act#:
https://www.google.com/maps/@-28.1898431,122.5240533,3.46z?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@-28.1898431,122.5240533,3.46z?entry=ttu
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/7312885/upload_binary/7312885.pdf
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1. About the Animal 
Emergency Incident 
Management Network ANZ 
(AEIMN ANZ)

2. Animal welfare 

3. Horse welfare at 
incidents, tips for 
responders.

Images: David King (Bottom left), AEIMN ANZ.

Download a copy of this 
presentation from: 

www.aeimanz.org/resources

https://www.aeimanz.org/resources


1. To advance all aspects of animal emergency incident management.
                                                         

2. Engage with local, national and international organisations. 

3. Develop knowledge and skills through setting standards and facilitating inter-agency training.

4. Influence policy, advocate to government, emergency services, vet profession and the public.

All Images: David King

Animal Emergency Incident Management Network ANZ
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https://www.bartacic.org/
https://www.aeimanz.org/
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AEIMN ANZ - Contributing to policy and practices

Winner 'People's Choice Poster Award'
AFAC 22 Conference, Adelaide

Vet Practice Magazine Article Sept.2022

Conferences
Victoria 2022

NSW 2023

Education
Zoom Mtgs, 

Conference poster

Media
Print, radio, 
TV, digital.

Standards & Guidelines
AFAC LARO Guidelines
Units of Competency

Representation
Committee Reps

Consultations

Resources
E.g. Tips for 

animal welfare

https://www.aeimanz.org/resources
https://www.aeimanz.org/_files/ugd/ea313f_b1d442c657be44b299ab06718e2d3fc9.pdf
https://www.vetpracticemag.com.au/animal-rescue-in-extreme-weather-events/
https://www.afac.com.au/auxiliary/article/large-animal-rescue-operations


AFAC Large Animal Rescue Operations Guideline
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AFAC: Australasian Fire Authorities Council 

https://www.afac.com.au/auxiliary/article/large-animal-rescue-operations
https://www.afac.com.au/auxiliary/article/large-animal-rescue-operations
https://www.afac.com.au/auxiliary/article/large-animal-rescue-operations
https://www.afac.com.au/auxiliary/article/large-animal-rescue-operations


Images: David King

Supporting safer rescues 

AEIMN ANZ ‘The Network’ aims to advance all aspects of incidents involving animals

Another ‘aspect’ the Network identified: 

Tips for respondents think about applying animal welfare considerations 
for the animal patient.



About animal welfare
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Above: AEIMN ANZ  Right: David King



The social licence to operate
Responders and vets on the scene 

Rescues often occur in full view of the public 
(in person & online).

• Perceptions – how we do things as well as 
what we do.

• Casualty-centered approaches to animals and 
humans. 

  Communication – Actions - Holistic 
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Image: David King



The Five 
Freedoms and 

the Five Domains 
Model

The 2020 Five Domains Model
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Mellor, D., et al., The 2020 Five Domains Model: Including 
Human–Animal Interactions in Assessments of Animal Welfare. 
Animals, 2020. 10(10): p. 1-24.

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/10/10/1870
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/10/10/1870
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/6/6/35
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/10/10/1870


Animal welfare mental health aims for responders:
Actions to minimise stress and promote calmness.
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The Five Domains Model  

Physical 
Environment

NutritionHealth Behavioural
Interactions

Nutrition

People EnvironmentAnimals

= welfare status

Mental

Mellor, D., et al., The 2020 Five Domains Model: Including 
Human–Animal Interactions in Assessments of Animal Welfare. 
Animals, 2020. 10(10): p. 1-24.

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/10/10/1870
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/10/10/1870
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Calmer incident scenes – calmer horses

What actions can we take to 
promote calmness?



Horse welfare at incidents
Tips for responders
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Standard Operating Procedures for incidents involving 
animals need to have ‘built in’ considerations for welfare 
because responders are not trained animal welfare 
specialists.

• veterinarians are responsible for managing the equine 
patient.

• Vet advice: decisions to rescue or leave in situ

• if the horse feels safe, people will benefit from ‘calm’ 
horse behaviours and a safer working environment.

Animal welfare:
built into procedures at rescue scenes
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c2nZ9zT6o1iMjekKS5LKLYRNcNI1QwDq/view


Domain Things with a negative impact Things with a positive impact
Nutrition (feed, water, quantity, 
quality, right type)  WITH ADVICE

Physical environment (suitability, 
space, light, noise, temperature, 
smells/noxious gases, pollutants)

Health (disease, injury, pain, 
metabolic problems, loss of function)

Behavioural interactions with:
Environment (choice, decisions, 
autonomy, movement)

Animals (opportunity for normal 
social interactions, offspring, threats 
from other animals) 

People (skills, experience, attitude, 
aptitude, handling, voice)

Sample group exercise no. 1
What can responders do to promote positive mental states (animal welfare) at an incident? 
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Domain Before During After In situ

Nutrition

Physical environment

Health

Behavioural interactions 
with their surroundings

Behavioural interactions 
with other horses/ 
animals

Behavioural interactions 
with people

Sample group exercise no.2 
What can responders do to promote positive mental states (animal welfare) at an incident? 
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Tips for 
responders: 
Applying animal 
welfare 
considerations 
to large animal 
rescue or 
relocation
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Download here: 
https://www.aeimanz.org/resources

https://www.aeimanz.org/resources
https://www.aeimanz.org/resources
https://www.aeimanz.org/resources
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Tips for responders - Environment

https://www.aeimanz.org/resources
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Promoting emergency preparation for horse owners

Horse welfare and the safety of horses is a topic of common interest 
amongst owners.

Use the ‘tips’ as an engagement tool when talking with horse owners.

Link this interest in welfare to emergency planning, including making sure 
horses are uniquely identified to help reunite with owners.

https://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/get-ready-animals/get-ready-animals-splash-page/get-ready-animals/
https://www.aeimanz.org/resources


Summary
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1. Animal Emergency Incident Management Network ANZ (AEIMN 
ANZ) aims to advance all aspects of animal emergency incident 
management. Visit www.aeimanz.org

2.    Animal welfare incorporates physical +mental. Promoting positive
       experiences for animals at incident scenes.

3.    The ‘Tips for responders’ helps with asking animal
       welfare-related questions of experts, such as veterinarians,  
        and to take steps to improve animal welfare at incidents.
        
A calm horse who ‘feels’ safer = a safer incident scene for people.

Download a copy of this 
presentation from: 

www.aeimanz.org/resources

https://www.aeimanz.org/
https://www.aeimanz.org/resources


Make a difference – Get involved
Tell your network about us

www.aeimanz.org/joindonate
Images: David King

http://www.aeimanz.org/joindonate


Animal Emergency Incident Management 
Network ANZ

E: animaleimanz@gmail.com
W: aeimanz.org

Membership application link: 
www.aeimanz.org/joindonate

Bank account details: Commonwealth Bank
Animal Emergency Incident Management Network 
Australia and New Zealand Inc.
BSB   063-349    Ac No  1027 7914

The Swift Code for Commonwealth Bank, Melbourne, 
CTBAAU2S3FX (international transfers)
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mailto:animaleimanz@gmail.com
http://www.aeimanz.org/joindonate
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